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It is the right of every member of the circus, both students and staff, to be treated with respect and to be able to rehearse, practise and teach in a safe and friendly environment. Safe circus requires mitigating risks inherent in potentially dangerous activities. The instructions and directions of qualified trainers and staff must be adhered to at all times, in accordance with this policy, the FFFC Workplace Health and Safety Policy and other relevant reference documents adopted by the FFFC.
The FFFC will comply with the law and current legislation at all times.
Safety Concerns Us All

Our circus community takes its duty of care seriously. The onus of safety lies with us all; circus staff, teachers, parents and students. It is mandatory to report issues to the Safety Officer, Technical Manager, Master Trainer or a member of staff no matter how trivial.

Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to ensure:

· The well being of all those who use the FFFC building.
· Student understanding and awareness of safety procedures.
· Fully compliant WHS procedures are in place. 

· An effective maintenance schedule is in operation.
SAFETY IN THE GYM
WARM UP

Warm-ups get your body and mind ready to work safely

· Warm-ups before practice or performance are compulsory for all performers

· Specific acts need specific warm-ups – all involved need to do these

· General warm-ups must be done by everybody

DRESS AND PERSONAL HYGIENE

All students and training staff are required to wear suitable and appropriate training gear indoors and outdoors. It is everyone’s responsibility to keep on top of personal hygiene (wash hands after using the bathroom), tie up long hair and cut finger/toe nails.
· Appropriate clothing to be worn during training that ensures safety of student and trainer. Loose or inappropriate training gear that may catch on equipment or trainer for example must not be used.
· No watches or belts are to be worn 

· Jewellery must be removed or firmly taped
· Certain circus equipment requires footwear: either pole or gym boots

· No shoes are to be worn on aerial equipment

· Footwear must be worn when moving in and out of the building

BEHAVIOUR

Safe behaviour will lead to a safe, accident free environment. This means:
· No personal electronic equipment (i.e. mobile phones, MP3 players, PDAs) are allowed on the training floor without the express permission of training staff
· No unauthorised flash photography

· No eating or drinking on the gym floor (no chewing gum), excepting a closed bottle of water
· Be aware of others around you: don’t disturb others who are practicing or rehearsing

· Smoking is prohibited in the FFFC building and only permitted in the outside designated smoking area. Smoking must be out of sight of students and staff must not smell of smoke when working with the students.
· Any injuries must be reported to a trainer when they occur

· Don’t run across the tumbling mats (look left, look right, look left again)

· All students in after-school training must remain in the gymnasium

· It is expected that students respect the kitchen and foyer and keep this area clean and free of bags, clothes and rubbish
· Outside normal class times, students stay out of the gym unless supervised
EQUIPMENT

Before using any equipment make sure you know the safety rules for it (if you are not sure ask a trainer).  The most general rules are:
· No aerial practice without checking with a trainer first

· Mats under all aerial equipment and any other act where you are off the ground (i.e. tightwire, slackwire, pyramids)
· If there are safety lines attached to a piece of gear they must be used until such time as the trainer deems it safe for student to come off lines.
· Handheld safety lines are only to be used by a trainer

· Tumbling must be on a tumbling mat

· All equipment must be put away after use

· Any broken or damaged equipment must be reported to a trainer 

· All equipment to be rated and known history recorded in rigging log book
· All aerial gear to be rigged and reported by a qualified advanced rigger – log book
SAFETY PROCEDURES
FFFC TRAINING CENTRE INDUCTION FOR VISITORS AND EMPLOYEES

· Visitors and employees induction – Technical Manager
· Trainers induction – Master Trainer or representative
· Riggers induction – Master Trainer or representative
If you have not had an induction you are not allowed onto the floor

· First Aid + Safety Officers are appointed every training day according to who is     working on the floor that day.
COMPULSORY REPORTING

	WEEKLY
	Rigging checks

	In-house rigger

	FORTNIGHTLY
	10 minute checks using laminated reports
Safety Committee Meeting
	Students and trainers 
Executive Director/Technical Manager, Master Trainer



	MONTHLY

	Refer to the Safety Manual and rigging standards document when checking permanent and temporary equipment and structures.

	Safety Officer, Rigger and Technical Manager

	REPORTING
	· Incident report (gear failure, human error)

· Maintenance report (equipment, building needs)

· Injury report (students, staff)

· Rigging log report (all changes to rigging)


	Everyone’s responsibility



	AUDITING
	· Ensure that WHS policy is compliant.

· External WHS audit conducted every 10 years.

· Annual review of existing safety procedures
	External
External
Safety Committee
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